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Ph.D. Program in English

‘The Graduate School and University Center

The City University of New York

365 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10016-4309

TEL 2128178315 ax 212.817.1518





October 14, 2011 

Dear ____, 

I am writing to apply for your Assistant Professor of Writing, Rhetoric, and Digital Media position recently advertised on the MLA Job Information List. On February 21, 2012, I will defend my dissertation “Brokering Literacies: An Ethnographic Study of Languages and Literacies in Mexican Immigrant Families” under the direction of [NAME]. My Ph.D. studies at the Graduate Center of the City University of New York (GC-CUNY) have instilled in me a pedagogical tradition of teaching language as a social, political, and democratic act. Because of my research in the New York City immigrant community and experience teaching at CUNY, I am committed to critical pedagogy as a scholarly project and to bridging universities and communities. I believe my extensive teaching experience combined with my research into the social practices of communication, literacy, and rhetoric make me a strong candidate for the position outlined in your notice.  

For six years now, I have mentored for the community my dissertation research qualitatively examines, a grassroots family literacy/community mentoring program in New York City called the Mexican American Network of Students (MANOS). MANOS volunteers mentor language minority parents and their children. The mentors help emerging bilingual youth with homework while encouraging positive academic attitudes and directly involving their Spanish-speaking Mexican parents in their children’s schooling lives, despite difficulties they face communicating fluently and directly with U.S. educational institutions. I analyze linguistic power dynamics and bilingualism in 10 immigrant families and 11 mentors from MANOS in an ethnography grounded in localized accounts of literacy, advocacy, community-building, and mentorship. I argue that mainstream educational research into measurable language aptitudes undervalues day-to-day aptitudes and biliteracy skills in bilingual immigrant families. For the MANOS families, dominant models of measurable school aptitudes and literacy practices fundamentally develop in concert with aspirations for educational achievement, which the program supports. In addition, family involvement along with MANOS’s academic mentorship advances conversational use of Spanish for children’s English homework. In addition, I document how MANOS develops confianza, or trust, within the community to rely on one another’s language skills as group assets. A portion of Chapter Three is currently under review for the International Society of Language Studies (ISLS) book series Readings in Language Studies. In addition, I will present sections of Chapter Four during the 2012 Conference on College Composition and Communication and Chapter Two at the 2012 Northeast Modern Language Association Convention.  

My years at CUNY have not only enabled me to develop as a scholar but also have given me the opportunity to teach New York City’s economically and linguistically diverse urban student population—the most diverse in the nation. Since 2005, I have taught 29 sections of 9 different undergraduate courses, ranging from first-year composition to the English senior seminar at Queens College of the City University of New York (QC-CUNY) as a Graduate Teaching Fellow. In each of these classrooms, I designed my own course syllabi and—encouraged by senior colleagues—independently developed courses with increasing amounts of technological integration. As far back as 2006, I conducted a first-year composition course on MySpace. A year later, I contributed to the QC-CUNY Center for Teaching and Learning’s emerging e-Portfolio-Epsilon writing project, offering a model of incorporating formal and informal writing on student blogs. QC-CUNY faculty increasingly recognized my research in composition pedagogy and technology and asked me to serve on various committees in collaboration with the Writing At Queens (formerly Writing Across the Curriculum) and First Year Writing (FYW) programs; this included my participation in the Middle States Commission on Higher Education accreditation process for composition course syllabi development. I also recently designed a course module for first-year composition instructors using ethnography to probe educational inequality and meritocracy. In addition to this, I served as Community Leader for the college’s Freshman Year Initiative (FYI) program for four years. I acted as liaison in organizing interdisciplinary learning communities studying common learning topics. My role was to help instructors of these connected courses to develop their syllabi in ways that enhanced their linking. For my efforts in contributing to the QC-CUNY English program, I was nominated by a senior colleague for the K. Patricia Cross 2012 Future Leaders Award. The Cross Future Leaders Award recognizes graduate students who show exemplary promise as higher education leaders, and whose research reflects a strong emphasis on teaching and learning. I am honored that my QC community recognized my commitment to developing academic and civic responsibility in students and colleagues. 
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My teaching philosophy developed as a result of my scholarship, research, and practical classroom experience. I consider my classrooms to be workshops where I myself learn how what I teach builds upon skills that students bring to their writing from outside the realms of the classroom and formal schooling. Students draw on their own cultural literacies and non-school literacies to develop academic literacies required for success in the university and beyond. Incorporating autoethnography guides students into research of their educational histories and formulating critical questions. In the future I intend to teach a student-driven ethnography course centered on the themes of immigration, social networking, and accents in English. I look forward to continuing research and teaching in the rhetorical and literacy practices of communities shaped by technology. I also look forward to developing service learning projects within the community that surrounds the university. Courses I teach would incorporate multimedia composition projects with cultural themes in the postcolonial Americas, including multilingual rhetorics and the historiography of ethnography and colonialism. I will be participating in a roundtable discussion at the MLA convention in January 2012 on teaching “Hemispheric Studies,” focusing, among other things, on incorporating multimodal literacies in student blog compositions. 
In my teaching-as-scholarship and my research-as-teaching approach, I have studied with my students multiple angles intersecting literacy, pedagogy, bilingualism, and composition. In two articles under review for Language Arts and the Journal of Basic Writing (re-submitted with editorial revisions), I depict these teaching experiences, arguing that my social position as teacher/researcher implicates power relations structured through language in my composition classrooms. The interdisciplinary range of my research and teaching interests in ethnographic research methods, composition pedagogy, multimodal literacies, and Latina/o rhetorics, has broadened my experience to collaborate in both research and teaching. I welcome the challenges of contributing to the University of Kentucky’s emerging community of students and instructors of Writing, Rhetoric, and Digital Media. Your university’s demonstrated commitment excites me because it means the possibility for growth for myself, while the program itself continues to mature. In addition, the possibility of collaborating in general education course development across disciplines especially attracts me because of the positive experiences that “linked” students at Queens College have expressed. Students learn better when they feel they belong to a community, when they feel a sense of confianza. 

I am enthusiastic about bringing my commitment to teaching, research, and service learning to the Department of English at the University of _______. Enclosed you will find my curriculum vitae, my teaching philosophy, evidence of teaching excellence, and a writing sample. I will forward letters from Professors _______, _________, and _________ written on my behalf. I can also supply a dissertation portfolio at your request. Please contact me at [NUMBER] or [e-mail address] if you would like to arrange an interview at the MLA Convention in January. I thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely, 
[NAME]

Candidate, English Ph.D. Program
The Graduate Center
City University of New York
Graduate Teaching Fellow
Queens College
City University of New York
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